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Deadline date for the
June / July Issue
12 May
Please give any items for the next publication to Elaine Robinson
The communications team will then decide whether the items will
go online, in print or on the notice board.

Read ‘By The Way…’ on line:

http://radcliffeurc.org.uk

PLASTIC BOTTLE TOPS
We are collecting any plastic bottle tops, which we will send for
recycling. There is a box on the table in the church entrance and they
will be sent to Lush for recycling into furniture and bee hives. If you
want to send them yourself or pass on information to your friends all
you need to do is put the tops into an envelope and take it to your
local post office. The address is: FREE POST Lush Green Hub.
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Ladies Friendship Club at Radcliffe URC 2:00pm.
Development Officer Age UK – Louise Price.
Lent Service at Stand URC 10:30am.
Farnworth URC Coffee Morning 10am-12pm.
Radcliffe Elders Meeting 1:30pm.
Lent Service at Stand URC 10:30am.
Thursday Group Meeting at Farnworth URC at 8:00pm.
Easter Egg Bingo.
Ladies Friendship Club at Radcliffe URC 2:00pm.
AGM and Afternoon Tea.
Messy Church at Stand URC 3:30pm-5:30pm.
Easter Breakfast Radcliffe URC at 9:30am.
Radcliffe URC Church Meeting 12:30pm.

Please join us for EASTER BREAKFAST Sunday 21 April at 9:30am
at Radcliffe URC. Everyone welcome.
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All outstanding money for the weekend needs to be paid IN FULL to
Renata by Sunday 26 May. Please put your payments in a clearly
marked envelope. The cost for the weekend is £145.
If you have questions regarding the weekend, please speak to Sue or
Elaine.
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Farnworth URC Coffee Morning 10am-12pm.
Thursday Group Meeting at Farnworth URC at 8:00pm.
Speaker: Revd Nigel Adkinson.

Radcliffe & Stand Joint Anniversary Service at Radcliffe URC at
11:00am.
Deadline Date for June/July issue of ‘By the Way…’
Chapelfield School at Stand URC.
Radcliffe Elders Meeting at 7:00pm.
Balance due today for Church Weekend.

“He is risen. He is not here…..He is going ahead of you into Galilee There
you will see him just as he told you. Trembling and bewildered the women
went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone because they
were afraid.” (Mark 16: 6-8)
We are being called back. Here the story begins again. Jesus is waiting for us.
Resurrection has happened. We are in Galilee. It is where the disciples were
first called, named, sent on a mission and taught by Jesus. The narrative
which appeared to have ended is beginning again. Life has overcome death,
Transformation has taken place. The story is circular, love is unbroken, we
continually move from death to life. With each “death to life” experience, we
are transformed if we are willing to surrender to the love Jesus shows us,
through his grace. All he asks is we trust in him and follow him
As churches we have been challenged in that trust and following since we last
visited the Easter story. We were not sure whether the Farnworth building
would be sold, we hoped so, but we were a little afraid.
We were not sure whether the community work at Radcliffe would develop.
We applied for an “Awards for All” community grant, hoping we might get
something towards the development of the Community Café we received
£10,000 the maximum we could receive. But we were a little afraid, because
now it meant we had to do something to make it happen.
We were unsure whether we would have to sell the Stand church building. In
reality we knew we would, because we had to face the painful truth that very
few people saw it as a building in which they wished to come and worship.
But we were a little afraid, because we were unsure of our future and of
letting go of our past.
We have lived the story of Easter in very real ways in this last twelve months.
We have faced fear, rejection, pain, loss and much sadness. But in this
circular story with each painful moment of transition there have been small
glimpses of transformation, joy and hope. There is still a long way to go.

But Jesus has gone ahead of us to Galilee. The story is beginning again. Hope
is not lost but is real once more. Love is still transforming us, as we shape
ourselves more fully into the disciples Jesus would want us to be. But in that
shaping, we can feel a sense of trembling and bewilderment. However, there
is also security and comfort in the knowledge that the love of Jesus will hold
us through those moments, to enable us to do even more for the building up
of his Kingdom.
The way ahead remains challenging.
Will we work hard building a relationship with the new owner of our
Farnworth building?
Will we transform and reorder the Radcliffe building so we can work towards
the development of the Community Café and Hub?
Will we discern together that uniting Radcliffe and Stand United Reformed
churches will lead to new and abundant life, through the pain and death of
something we have held dear for so long?
Are we trembling and bewildered? Do we want to run from the tomb
because it is all too overwhelming for us to grasp?
Let us pause – for the story is beginning again… and again… and again. Jesus
has gone ahead of us, welcomes us and encourages us. He shapes us to be
ever greater vessels of his love. When we know that love deep within our
own hearts, then we have the courage to face the challenges, share the hope
that is in us and know the transforming blessings of the Easter story.
May we all know the joy of this Easter season and its many blessings.

In Christ
Nigel

Jesus,
Today we pause to remember your sacrificial love
That shone light into the darkness
That bore life from such emptiness
That revealed hope out of devastation
That spoke truth through incrimination
That released freedom in spite of imprisonment
And brought us forgiveness instead of punishment.
Thank you that we can now walk in the light of your life,
Hope, truth, freedom and forgiveness,
This day and every day.
Amen.

“The great gift of Easter is hope –Christian hope

which makes us have that confidence in God,
in his ultimate triumph, and in his goodness and love,
which nothing can shake."
Basil C Hume, (1923-1999) Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster

Lord, the resurrection of Your Son
has given us new life and renewed hope.
Help us to live as new people
in pursuit of the Christian ideal.
Grant us wisdom to know what we must do,
the will to want to do it,
the courage to undertake it,
the perseverance to continue to do it,
and the strength to complete it.
Amen.

As pale streaks of coral open
The closed, dark, night-time skies,
Two women trudge the dusty road
That leads to the place where He lies.
Bringing burial spices, they enter,
Subdued by all that happened before.
As they near the tomb they remember
the rock that blocks the door.
But when they reach the site,
The rock stands at one side,
And within, an angel dressed in white
Speaks of their Lord who was crucified.
"This is the place where they laid Him,
But He is not here. He is not dead.
Carry the word to His friends:
He has risen as He said."
Joyful, astonished, afraid to believe,
For a moment, they stand paralyzed.
Then they rush to report what the angel said
As the glorious sun is on the rise.
Margaret Wideyke

April Services 2019
DATE

RADCLIFFE URC
11:00am

STAND URC
9:30am

FARNWORTH URC
10:45am

May Services 2019
DATE

RADCLIFFE URC STAND URC
11:00am
9:30am

FARNWORTH URC
10:45am

April 7

Adrian Yapp

Rev N Adkinson

May 5

Rev Richard Bradley

Rev N Adkinson

April 14

Rev N Adkinson
Service of Holy Communion

Mr Adrian Yapp

May 12

Rev N Adkinson
Joint Anniversary & Communion.

Mr Mark Bates

April 18

Rev N Adkinson
Maundy Thursday Communion at Farnworth at 7pm

May 19

Peter Fielden

Rev N Adkinson

April 19

Rev N Adkinson
Good Friday Service at Stand at 10.30am

April 21

Easter Breakfast at Radcliffe at 9.30am
Rev N Adkinson
Joint Pastorate Easter Communion Service at Radcliffe at
11am

April 28

Rev N Adkinson
Church Meeting at 12.30pm

May 26

June 2

Rev N Adkinson

Rev N Adkinson
Breakfast Service
9.30 at Stand
Cath Hilton

Mr Aaron Shaw

Rev N Adkinson

Until further notice, Stand URC & Radcliffe URC will have Joint Services
at 11:00am at Radcliffe URC unless otherwise stated

Mr Barry Bradshaw

Also ‘Thursdays at Stand URC’
An informal time of biblical reflection and prayer
10.30am for half an hour followed by light refreshments
Radcliffe & Stand Joint Anniversary Service is on Sunday
12 May 11:00am at Radcliffe URC. Please note that there is
No Anniversary Lunch following this service.

Dorothy Clifton

Dorothy’s funeral service was held at Radcliffe URC on 13th February. A
member of the church for a number of years, Dorothy will be
remembered particularly for her wonderful sewing skills. She made
Queen’s dresses for the annual Whit Walks for many years. She had
fond memories of her service in the Land Army in Wales and would
talk about this regularly. For a number of years she was a member of
the Christmas Fair Committee at Radcliffe and offered a supportive
role in this annual event. We offer our sympathy to her daughter
Barbara and family in the passing of a dear mother, mother in law,
grandmother and great grandmother.

Barbara Ogden

Family and many friends gathered at Stand URC on 19th February to
remember Barbara’s life with love and affection. A real character of
the Chapelfield community we recalled much of Barbara’s life through
fun and laughter. Working in local shops both in Suthers Street and on
Stand Lane at the newsagents there were not many people Barbara did
not know. Barbara was a loyal and devoted member and Elder at
Stand. She will be sadly missed and we offer our love and sympathy to
her husband Ken, daughter’s Lesley and Gillian and son Gareth and the
wider family also.

Wesley Halton

Family and friends gathered at Overdale Crematorium on 6th March to
remember Wesley’s life with love and thanksgiving. For many years
Wesley was connected with the fellowship at Farnworth. His parents
were regular attenders and his father was Church Secretary. Wesley’s
working life was predominantly as a Country Park Ranger at Moses
Gate. He was instrumental in a national study of the habitat and

migration of Mute Swans. We remember his family at this time, his
elderly mother Gladys and daughter and partner Gail and Peter and his
two grandchildren.

Lily Hardy
Friends of Lily gathered to remember her life at Radcliffe Crematorium
on 15th March. For many years associated with Stand URC, she had
many friends through the church and her love of bowling. Pre
deceased by her husband Bert, she received much love and care in her
later years from a friend and neighbour Maria. We give thanks for Lily’s
life and for all she contributed to her community and church.

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

