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ALAN PRESCOTT

The AGM AND CHURCH MEETING will take place on Sunday 10

It is with sadness that we report the passing of Alan Prescott, Alan died
in Royal Bolton Hospital on Monday 14th January, following a long
period of ill health. His Thanksgiving Service was held in church on
Tuesday 29th January, attended by his family and many friends and
neighbours from the Farnworth area and beyond.
We offer our love, prayers and support to Kath and the family at this
time as they remember with love and affection a dear husband, father,
father in law, brother, brother in law and grandad. Kath and Alan were
married at Farnworth URC, celebrating their Golden Wedding
anniversary last year. Since his retirement Alan has been a regular
attender and helper at the weekly Toddler Group, run by Kath.

February at 12:30pm.

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS
Friday 8 February & Friday 8 March from 10.00am – 11.30am in the
school building. Home-made cakes and pies for sale and a raffle.
Proceeds to church funds. All welcome.

ELDERS MEETINGS
20 February and 20 March at 7.00pm.

CHURCH MEETING
3 March following morning worship.

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP
Continue to meet each Wednesday from 9.30am.

SALE OF THE CHURCH BUILDING - Prayers for next steps
As BTW goes to press we are anticipating that contracts for the sale of the
buildings will be taking place. Please pray for the next step of our journey as
we seek to build new community relationships and continue to bless our
community and neighbours with the light of the love of Jesus Christ.

BACON BUTTY CLUB
We will be trying a slight change to Bacon Butty Club this year. We
have decided to change it from the 1st Sunday in the month to the
2nd Sunday in the month i.e. the same Sunday as Communion is
normally on. The time will remain the same i.e. serving from 10.00am
until 10.30am. This is to enable our minister to be able to spend some
time speaking with those who attend. Currently he does not have this
opportunity as, although he drops in for a bacon butty, he cannot stay
as he has to leave to lead the service at 10.45am in Farnworth. As the
year goes on if you have any feedback on this change, please let a
member of the committee know. The first Bacon Butty Club this year
will be on Sunday March 10th at 10.00am. We look forward to seeing
you all there.

CHRISTMAS FAIR QUIZ NIGHTS
We are planning to organise a couple of Quiz Nights this year with
provisional dates set for 26 April 2019 and 11 October 2019. Our idea
is to follow the same format as previous evenings, however if you have
comments/suggestions on ways we should improve, please let a
member of the Christmas Fair Committee know and we will consider it
at future meetings. The first Quiz is proposed to be on Friday 26 of
April at 7.30pm. Confirmation of this and further information will be in
the next edition of BTW and in future weekly Church Notices.

CHRISTMAS FAIR SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2019
Yes that is right we are working towards Christmas already! That gives
you plenty of time to look around for new ideas and to let the
Committee know if you spot anything interesting that we could try.
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Ladies Friendship Club Radcliffe URC 2pm.
Speakers: Anne & Roger Mills – Australia, New Zealand
& Abu Dhabi.
Coffee Morning at Farnworth URC 10am-11:30am.
Radcliffe URC – AGM and Church Meeting 12:30pm.
Radcliffe URC Elders Meeting 7:00pm.
Ladies Friendship Club Radcliffe URC 2pm.
Embrace for Middle East – Dr Brian McGucken.
Farnworth URC Elders Meeting 7:00pm.

World Day of Prayer at Stand URC at 2:00pm.
Farnworth URC Church Meeting after the morning service.
Film: The King’s Speech at Radcliffe URC 1:30-3:30pm.
Ladies Friendship Club Radcliffe URC 2:00pm.
Fostering (Bury Council) – Anna Newy.
Lent Session at Stand URC 10:30am.
Coffee Morning at Farnworth URC 10am-11:30am.
Bacon Butty Club restarts 10am-10:30am.
Radcliffe URC Elders Meeting 1:30pm.
Lent Session at Stand URC 10:30am.
Ladies Friendship Club Radcliffe URC.
Potato Pie Lunch.
Farnworth URC Elders Meeting 7:00pm.
Lent Session at Stand URC 10:30am.
Lent Session at Stand URC 10:30am.

Women of Slovenia, one of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe,
have prepared this years’ service and they encourage us to reflect on the
barriers they have faced since the end of the Second World War when their
country was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic. They share the
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future.
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which
enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their
hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An
international committee is based in New York and there are national
committees in each participating country. Regional conferences meet to
consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a
st
church near you on Friday March 1 2019 people will gather to celebrate the
service prepared by the women of Slovenia.
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world --- through Asia,
Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas before finishing in American
Samoa some 38 hours later.

This will take place at the THORNLEIGH CHRISTIAN HOTEL
Grange over Sands on the weekend of 5-7 July 2019.
The cost of the weekend is £145.
This includes full board from Friday tea to Sunday Lunch.
Please put your name on the list if you wish to attend or see your
church secretary by 24 February.
There is a savings club for the weekend, any payments should be given
to Vera or your church secretary. If you would like to attend but have
difficulty in paying the cost, please speak (in confidence) to Nigel.

not easy, it makes us vulnerable. We know that from the changes, we
have made on our journey to date.

“May the God of hope, fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”
Romans 15:13
In my previous work as a social worker I remember a young mother
trying so hard to bring up her children in safety, yet she found herself
in abusive and violent relationships with men. When I asked her why,
she thought for a moment then replied “I think I just have the kind of
face that needs to be hit.” I was so shocked and saddened by this, but
when she revealed something of her early life to me I was able to
make more sense of it. While I was working with her and the family,
she began a new relationship with a man who only wanted to love her,
for who she was, she could not understand this, could not bring herself
to believe and trust in him, she thought there must be some hidden
agenda. But when she took that first vulnerable step of trusting him,
their relationship began to grow, she became a changed person, but
she had to learn some vital lessons. Firstly, that she was lovable,
secondly, that someone cared enough to want that relationship with
her and thirdly, taking that risk, she began to learn the joy of being
loved. That young man was not prepared to wait for ever; he did not
want the ultimate rejection.
God does not want rejection from us, but he is prepared to wait for us
and once we accept him, is prepared to forgive us again and again, for
the mistakes we make, to liberate and free us, creating a wholeness
that enables us to grow and flourish as his children.
We all feel hurt at times, we are vulnerable, carrying our hurts and
pain, but as a community of God’s people, we need to ask ourselves
what our commitment to God in Christ means. Living in a community is

I want to share with you some comments made by a participant some
years ago on the BBC reality show Castaway, where a group of people
spent 12 months experiencing the cost of creating and living in
community.
He said this:
To laugh is to risk appearing a fool. To weep is to risk being called
sentimental. To reach out to another is to risk involvement. To expose
your feelings is to risk showing your true self. To place your ideas and
dreams before the crowds is to risk being called naïve. To love is to risk
not being loved in return. To live is to risk dying. To hope is to risk
despair. To try is to risk failure. But risks must be taken, because the
greatest risk in life is to risk nothing. The person, who risks nothing,
does nothing, has nothing, is nothing and becomes nothing.
You may try and avoid suffering and sorrow, but not totally. Without
risk, we cannot learn, feel, change, grow, or love. Only the person who
risks is truly free.
This is what Christ has done for us, risking everything out of love for us,
coming down from the safety of heaven, becoming a man, facing hurt
and rejection. God knows what it truly means to love and he could only
demonstrate that love by coming to live amongst us, taking flesh and
showing us love through Christ’s ministry and ultimately through his
death and resurrection.
May we be blessed as we continue to take risks together in fellowship
with one another, as we play our small part in building God’s Kingdom.
In Christ
Nigel

February Services 2019
DATE

RADCLIFFE
URC
11:00am

STAND URC FARNWORTH
9:30am
URC 10:45am

March Services 2019
DATE RADCLIFFE
URC 11:00am

STAND
URC
9:30am

FARNWORTH
URC 10:45am

February
3

Alan Nuttall

Rev N Adkinson

March
3

Dorothy Holland

Rev N Adkinson

February
10

Rev N Adkinson
Communion
AGM/Church Meeting at
12.30pm
Canon Noel Proctor

Rev Richard
Bradley

March
10

Rev Brian
Ashberry

Rev N Adkinson

March
17

Rev N Adkinson
Communion/Rededication of
Radcliffe & Stand Elders
Leo Roberts

Mr Mark Bates

March
24

February
17
February
24

Rev N
Adkinson

Rev N
Adkinson
Breakfast
Service at
9.30am

Also ‘Thursdays at Stand URC’
An informal time of biblical reflection and prayer
10.30am for half an hour followed by light refreshments

March
31

Rev N Adkinson

Rev N
Adkinson
Breakfast
Service at
9.30am
Janet Gunby

Rev N Adkinson
Mr Graham Bone

Mr David Foss

Until further notice, Stand URC & Radcliffe URC will have
Joint Services at 11:00am at Radcliffe URC unless otherwise
stated

.
THE KING’S SPEECH “FINDING A VOICE”
The film will be shown in full at Radcliffe URC on Tuesday
5 March from 1.30pm – 3.30pm

THE LENT SESSIONS WILL TAKE PLACE AT STAND
URC on
Thursday 7, 14, 21, & 28 March and 4 & 11 April at 10.30am
for an hour
This course provides an opportunity to explore the fears that
prevent our true expression as followers of Jesus Christ.
Finding a Voice explores ways in which like King George Vl
we can face and overcome our fears and find our true and
authentic voice. It offers a time of renewal and spiritual
growth that helps us discover our true identity and call to
follow Jesus Christ.
All are welcome to come along watch the film and share in
the discussion sessions

On this winter’s day
We are thankful for the small things that lift our spiritsThe warmth of another’s smile or embrace,
The glimpse of the sun through the clouds,
Freshly brewed coffee,
Newly baked bread,
Hot soup.
On this winter’s day
We are thankful for glimmers of hope;
For acts of kindness that tell us
We are not alone
In our sorrow,
In our suffering,
In our uncertainty.
On this winter’s day
We are thankful for
All that stirs us into life;
For funny stories and laughter,
For music that sets us dancing,
For words and wisdom that inspire us.
On this winter’s day
We are warmed
By the beauty of this place in which we live,
By the company of family and friends,
By our passion for justice and peace. Amen.
Lynne Frith

